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Abstract
The F-index of a graph is defined as the sum of cubes of the vertex degrees of the graph which was
introduced in 1972, in the same paper where the first and second Zagreb indices were introduced.
In this paper, we study the F-index of four operations on graphs as an application of generalized
hierarchical product of graphs, which were introduced by Eliasi and Taeri, and hence using the
derived results we find F-index of some particular and chemically interesting graphs.
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1. Introduction
Using chemical graph theory, different chemical structures are usually modeled by a molecular graph to understand different properties of the chemical compound theoretically. A molecular
graph is a pictorial representation of the structural formula of a chemical structure where atoms of
the given chemical compound are represented through vertices and the edges represent the chemical bonds between the atoms. Also a molecular graph must be an unweighted, undirected graph
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without self loop or multiple edges. A molecular topological index transforming chemical information of a molecular graph by means of a numeric parameter which characterize its topology
and is necessarily invariant under automorphism of graphs. Topological indices correlates the
physico-chemical properties of molecular graph and is nowadays a standard procedure in studying
structure-property relations. In chemistry, biochemistry and nanotechnology topological indices
have been found to be useful in isomer discrimination, quantitative structure-activity relationship
(QSAR) and structure-property relationship (QSPR) for predicting different properties of chemical
compounds and biological activities. Also, topological indices has shown its high applicability in
the discovery and design of new drugs. Among different classes of topological indices, those based
on vertex degree of the molecular graph are called vertex-degree based topological indices which
are most studied and have good correlations to the chemical properties.
Let, G = (V, E) be a connected, undirected simple graph with n verices and m edges. Let
N (u) denotes the first neighbor set of u; then |N (u)| = dG (u) is called the degree of the vertex
u. As usual Pn and Cn denote a path and cycle graph of order n respectively. The first and second
Zagreb indices of a graph were introduced in 1972 [1], denoted by M1 (G) and M2 (G) and are
respectively defined as
P
P
P
M1 (G) =
dG (v)2 =
[dG (u) + dG (v)] and M2 (G) =
dG (u)dG (v).
v∈V (G)

uv∈E(G)

uv∈E(G)

These indices are among one of the most important vertex-degree based topological indices
and are used to study molecular complexity, chirality, ZE-isomerism, and heterosystems and hence
attracted more and more attention from chemists and mathematicians (see [2, 3, 4, 5, 6]). In the
same paper [1], another topological index, defined as sum of cubes of degrees of the vertices
of the graph was also introduced. Recently Furtula and Gutman in [7] studied this index and
establish some basic properties of this index and showed that the predictive ability of this index is
almost similar to that of first Zagreb index and for the entropy and acetic factor, both of them yield
correlation coefficients greater than 0.95. They named this index as “forgotten topological index”
or ”F-index”. Very recently the present author studied this index for different graph operations [8]
and also introduced its coindex version in [9]. De et al. in [10] also studied F-index of different
classes of nanostar dendrimers. In [11] Furtula et al. explore some basic properties and bounds
of F-index and in [12] Abdoa et al. investigate the trees extremal with respect to the F-index.
Throughout this paper we named this index as F-index and denoted by F (G), so that
F (G) =

X

dG (v)3 =

v∈V (G)

X

[dG (u)2 + dG (v)2 ].

(1)

uv∈E(G)

Li et al. in [13] introduced the general first Zagreb index of a graph and is defined as
X
X
ξn (G) =
dG (v)n =
[dG (u)n−1 + dG (v)n−1 ]
v∈V (G)

(2)

uv∈E(G)

where n is an integer, not 0 or 1. For different study of these index see [14, 15, 16, 17]. Obviously
ξ2 (G) = M1 (G) and ξ3 (G) = F (G). One of the redefined versions of Zagreb index is defined as
X
ReZG(G) =
dG (u)dG (v)[dG (u) + dG (v)].
(3)
uv∈E(G)

98

www.ijc.or.id

Application of generalised hierarchical product of graphs...

|

N. De

There are various recent study of redefined versions of Zagreb index, for details see [18, 19, 20, 21].
Graph operations played a very important role in chemical graph theory. Barrière et al. in
2009 [22, 23] generalized the concept of Cartesian product of graphs by introducing a new graph
operation called generalized hierarchical product graph. Where as Eliasi et al. in [24] introduced
four new sum of graphs (called F-sums) and compute the Wiener index. However, it was found
that, these four new sums of graphs can be considered as a special case of generalized hierarchical
product of graphs. In this paper, we compute the F-index of F-sum graphs not from direct calculation but as an application of generalized hierarchical product of graphs and hence using the derived
results we find F-index of some particular and chemically interesting graphs.
2. Results
Barrière et al. in [22] introduced a new graph operation called the hierarchical product of graphs
and in the same year they also reported the generalized hierarchical product of graphs which is a
generalization of both Cartesian product of graphs and hierarchical product of graphs [23]. Several
results on different topological indices under generalized hierarchical product of graphs are already
studied [25, 26, 27, 28, 29].
Definition 1. Let G and H be two connected graphs and U be a non-empty subset of V (G). Then
the hierarchical product of G and H, denoted by G(U )ΠH, is the graph with vertex set V (G) ×
0 0
V
h (H), and any two vertices (u,
i v)hand (u , v ) of G(U )ΠHi are adjoint by an edge, if and only if
u = u0 ∈ U and vv 0 ∈ E(H) or v = v 0 and uu0 ∈ E(G) .
From definition, we can state the following lemma which gives some basic properties of generalized hierarchical product of graphs.
Lemma 2.1. The followings hold
(a) G(U )ΠH is connected if and only if G and H are connected.
(b) |V (G(U )ΠH)| = |V (G)||V (H)| and |E(G(U )ΠH)| = |E(G)||V (H)| + |E(H)||U |.
(c) The degree of a vertex (u1 , u2 ) of G(U )ΠH is given by
(
dG (ui ) + dH (vj ), ui ∈ U
dG(U )ΠH (ui , vj ) =
dG (ui ), ui ∈ V (G) − U.
First, we calculate the F-index of generalized hierarchical product of two graphs G (n ≥ 2)
and H. For details application of F-index of generalized hierarchical product of graphs see [8].
Theorem 1. Let G with order at least two and H be two connected graphs. Then,
X
X
F (G(U )ΠH) = |V (H)|F (G) + 6|E(H)|
dG (ui )2 +3M1 (H)
dG (ui ) + |U |F (H)
ui ∈U
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Proof. From definition of generalized hierarchical product of graphs and F-index, we have
|V (G)| |V (H)|

F (G(U )ΠH) =

X X
i=1

=

=

X

ui ∈V (G)\U

j=1

[dG(U )ΠH (ui , vj )] +

[dG(U )ΠH (ui , vj )]3

|V (H)|

X

X

ui ∈V (G)\U

j=1

3

[dG (ui ) + dH (vj )] +

j=1

(H)|
X |VX
ui ∈U

|V (H)|

X

3

j=1

(H)|
X |VX
ui ∈U

=

j=1

(H)|
X |VX
ui ∈U

[dG(U )ΠH (ui , vj )]3

dG (ui )3

[dG (ui )3 + dH (vj )3 + 3dG (ui )2 dH (vj ) + 3dG (ui )dH (vj )2 ]

3

j=1
|V (H)|

+

X

X

ui ∈V (G)\U

j=1

dG (ui )3


= |V (H)| 


X

dG (ui )3 +

ui ∈U

+3M1 (H)

X

X

dG (ui )3  + 6|E(H)|

X

dG (ui )2

ui ∈U

ui ∈V (G)\U

dG (ui )+|U |F (H)

ui ∈U

= |V (H)|F (G) + 6|E(H)|

X
ui ∈U

dG (ui )2 +3M1 (H)

X

dG (ui )+|U |F (H).

ui ∈U

Hence the desired result follows.
The concept of F-sum graph was first introduced by [24] and the Weiner indices of the resulting
graphs were studied therein. Li et al. in [30] derived explicit expression of the PI indices of four
sums of two graphs. The hyper and reverse Weiner indices of F-sum graphs were studied by
Metsidik et al. in [31]. Eskender et al. [32] determined the eccentric connectivity index of F-sum
graphs in terms of some invariants of the factors. An et al. in [33] derived two upper bounds for the
degree distances of four sums of two graphs. Deng et al. in [34] study the first and second Zagreb
indices of this four operations on graphs. Let, L(G) denotes the line graph of G which is the graph
with vertex set E(G) and two vertices of L(G) are adjacent, if and only if the corresponding edges
have a vertex in common. First we recall some relevant definitions an notations.
Definition 2. (a) The subdivision graph of a graph G, denoted by S(G), is obtained from G by
replacing each edge of G by a path of length two.
(b) The triangle parallel graph of a graph G is denoted by R(G) and is obtained from G by
replacing each edge of G by a triangle.
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(c) The line superposition graph Q(G) of a graph G is obtained from G by inserting a new vertex
into each edge of G and then joining with edges each pair of new vertices on adjacent edges
of G.
(d) The total graph T (G) of a graph G has its vertices as the edges and vertices of G and adjacency in T (G) is defined by the adjacency or incidence of the corresponding elements of
G.
For mathematical properties and applications of the these subdivision graphs, we refer the
reader to [35, 36, 37].
Definition 3. Let F be one of the subdivision operations S, Q, R or T . For two connected graphs
G and H, the F-sum, denoted by G+F H, is the graph with vertex set (V (G)
h ∪ E(G)) × V (H),
and any two vertices (u, v) and (u0 , v 0 ) of G+F H are adjacent, if and only if u = u0 ∈ V (G) and
i h
i
vv 0 ∈ E(H) or v = v 0 ∈ V (H) and uu0 ∈ E(F (G)) .
The following lemma gives some basic properties of F-sum graphs.
Lemma 2.2. If U = V (G), then we have
(i) |V (S(G)| = |V (R(G))| = |V (Q(G))| = |V (T (G))| = |V (G)| + |E(G)|.
(ii) |E(S(G))| = 2|E(G)|
|E(R(G))| = 3|E(G)|
|E(Q(G))| = 2|E(G)| + |E(L(G))|
|E(T (G))| = 3|E(G)| + |E(L(G))|.
(iii) Let, F = {S, R, Q, T }, then for every vertex v ∈ U , we have
dS(G) (v) = dQ(G) (v) = dG (v) and dR(G) (v) = dT (G) (v) = 2dG (v).
(iv) Also, for every vertex v ∈ V (F (G))\U , we have
dS(G) (v) = dR(G) (v) = 2and dQ(G) (v) = dT (G) (v) = dL(G) (v) + 2.
Now if we consider U = V (G) ⊆ V (F (G), then F (G)(U )ΠH = G+F H. Thus, using
Theorem 2.1, we can easily compute the F-index of these four graph operations. To do that, in
the following, first we determine the F-index of different subdivision graphs of the vertices of U
in terms of other graph invariants (using equations (1), (2) and (3)). The graphs of P4 +S P4 and
P4 +R P4 is given in Figure 1 and the graphs of P4 +Q P4 and P4 +T P4 is given in Figure 2.
Proposition 2.1. If U be a non-empty subset, then
(i) F (S(G)(U )) = F (G) + 8|E(G)|
(ii) F (R(G)(U )) = 8F (G) + 8|E(G)|
101

www.ijc.or.id

|

Application of generalised hierarchical product of graphs...

N. De

(iii) F (Q(G)(U )) = F (G) + ξ4 (G) + 3ReZM (G)
(iv) F (T (G)(U )) = 8F (G) + ξ4 (G) + 3ReZM (G).
Proof. We shall prove the following.
(i) If U be a non-empty subset of V (S(G)), we have by Lemma 2.2
X
F (S(G)(U )) =
dS(G)(U ) (v)3
v∈V (S(G)(U ))

=

X
v∈U

dS(G) (v)3

v∈V (S(G))\U

X

=

X

dS(G) (v)3 +

X

3

dG (v) +

v∈V (G)

23

v∈V (S(G))\U

= F (G) + 8|E(G)|.
(ii) If U be a non-empty subset of V (R(G)), we have by Lemma 2.2
X
F (R(G)(U )) =
dR(G)(U ) (v)3
v∈V (R(G)(U ))

=

X
v∈U

dR(G) (v)3

v∈V (R(G))\U

X

=

X

dR(G) (v)3 +

X

[2dG (v)]3 +

v∈V (G)

23

v∈V (R(G))\U

= 8F (G) + 8|E(G)|.
(iii) If U be a non-empty subset of V (Q(G)), we have by Lemma 2.2
X
F (Q(G)(U )) =
dQ(G)(U ) (v)3
v∈V (Q(G)(U ))

=

X

dQ(G) (v)3 +

v∈U

=

X

X

dQ(G) (v)3

v∈V (Q(G))\U

dG (v)3 +

v∈V (G)

X

[dL(G) (v) + 2]3

v∈V (R(G))\U

= F (G) +

X

[dG (u) + dG (v)]3

uv∈E(G)

= F (G) + ξ4 (G) + 3ReZM (G).
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Figure 1. (a) The P4 +S P4 (b) The P4 +R P4 .

(iv) If U be a non-empty subset of V (T (G)), we have by Lemma 2.2
X
F (T (G)(U )) =
dT (G)(U ) (v)3
v∈V (T (G)(U ))

=

X
v∈U

=

X

dT (G) (v)3 +

X

dQ(G) (v)3

v∈V (T (G))\U
3

[2dG (v)] +

v∈V (G)

X

[dL(G) (v) + 2]3

v∈V (T (G))\U

= 8F (G) +

X

[dG (u) + dG (v)]3

uv∈E(G)

= 8F (G) + ξ4 (G) + 3ReZM (G).
Hence the desired result follows.
Theorem 2.1. Let G with order at least two and H be two connected graphs. Then,
F (G+S H) = |V (H)|F (G)+|V (G)|F (H)+6|E(H)|M1 (G)+6|E(G)|M1 (H)+8|V (H)||E(G)|.
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Proof. From equation(4), using Proposition 2.1(i), we have
F (G+S H) = F (S(G)(U )ΠH)
= |V (H)|F (S(G)) + 6|E(H)|

X

X

dS(G) (ui )2 +3M1 (H)

ui ∈V (G)

dS(G) (ui )

ui ∈V (G)

+|V (G)|F (H)
X

= |V (H)|[F (G) + 8|E(G)|] + 6|E(H)|

dG (ui )2 + 3M1 (H)

ui ∈V (G)

X

dG (ui )

ui ∈V (G)

+|V (G)|F (H)
= |V (H)|F (G) + 6|E(H)|M1 (G) + 6|E(G)|M1 (H) + |V (G)|F (H) + 8|V (H)||E(G)|.
Hence the desired result follows.
Theorem 2.2. Let G (n ≥ 2) and H be two connected graphs. Then,
F (G+R H) = 8|V (H)|F (G)+|V (G)|F (H)+24|E(H)|M1 (G)+12|E(G)|M1 (H)+8|V (H)||E(G)|.
Proof. Applying Proposition 2.1(ii) in equation (4), we get
F (G+R H) = F (R(G)(U )ΠH)
= |V (H)|F (R(G)(U )) + 6|E(H)|

X

dR(G) (ui )2 +3M1 (H)

ui ∈V (G)

X

dR(G) (ui )

ui ∈V (G)

+|V (G)|F (H)
= |V (H)|[8F (G) + 8|E(G)|] + 6|E(H)|

X

[2dG (ui )]2

ui ∈V (G)

+3M1 (H)

X

2dG (ui )+|V (G)|F (H)

ui ∈V (G)

= 8|V (H)|F (G) + 8|V (H)||E(G)| + 24|E(H)|M1 (G)
+12|E(G)|M1 (H) + |V (G)|F (H).
Hence the result.
Theorem 2.3. Let G (n ≥ 2) and H be two connected graphs. Then,
F (G+Q H) = |V (H)|F (G) + |V (G)|F (H) + 6|E(H)|M1 (G) + 6|E(G)|M1 (H)
+|V (H)|ξ4 (G) + 3|V (H)|ReZM (G).
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Figure 2. (c) The P4 +Q P4 (d) The P4 +T P4 .

Proof. Using Proposition 2.1(iii) in equation (4), we get
F (G+Q H) = F (Q(G)(U )ΠH)
= |V (H)|F (Q(G)(U )) + 6|E(H)|

X

dQ(G) (ui )2 +3M1 (H)

ui ∈V (G)

X

dQ(G) (ui )

ui ∈V (G)

+|V (G)|F (H)
= |V (H)|[F (G) + ξ4 (G) + 3ReZM (G)] + 6|E(H)|

X

[dG (ui )]2

ui ∈V (G)

+3M1 (H)

X

dG (ui )+|V (G)|F (H)

ui ∈V (G)

= |V (H)|F (G) + |V (H)|ξ4 (G) + 3|V (H)|ReZM (G) + 6|E(H)|M1 (G)
+6|E(G)|M1 (H) + |V (G)|F (H).
Hence the desired result follows.
Theorem 2.4. Let G (n ≥ 2) and H be two connected graphs. Then,
F (G+T H) = 8|V (H)|F (G) + |V (G)|F (H) + 24|E(H)|M1 (G) + 12|E(G)|M1 (H)
+|V (H)|ξ4 (G) + 3|V (H)|ReZM (G).
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Figure 3. The zigzag polyhex nanotube T U HC6 [2n, 2].

Proof. Applying Proposition 2.1(iv) in equation (4), we have
F (G+T H) = F (T (G)(U )ΠH)
= |V (H)|F (T (G)(U )) + 6|E(H)|

X

X

dT (G) (ui )2 +3M1 (H)

ui ∈V (G)

dT (G) (ui )

ui ∈V (G)

+|V (G)|F (H)
= |V (H)|[8F (G) + ξ4 (G) + 3ReZM (G)] + 6|E(H)|

X

{2dG (ui )}2

ui ∈V (G)

+3M1 (H)

X

2dG (ui )+|V (G)|F (H)

ui ∈V (G)

= 8|V (H)|F (G) + |V (H)|ξ4 (G) + 3|V (H)|ReZM (G) + 24|E(H)|M1 (G)
+12|E(G)|M1 (H) + |V (G)|F (H).
Hence we get the desired result.
Let U = V (Cn ), where Cn (n ≥ 3) be a cycle, then from Theorem 2.2, we have the following
corollary.
Corollary 2.1. Let H be an arbitrary connected graphs, then
F (Cn +S H) = nF (H) + 6nM1 (H) + 24n|E(H)| + 16n|V (H)|.

(5)

Example 1. Let Γ be the zigzag polyhex nanotube T U HC6 [2n, 2] with n ≥ 3 (see Figure 3). Since
Γ∼
= Cn +S P2 , using Corollary 2.1, we have F (T U HC4 ) = F (Cn +S P2 ) = 70n.
Corollary 2.2. Let H be an arbitrary connected graphs, then
F (Pn +S H) = nF (H) + 6nM1 (H) + 12n(2n − 3)|E(H)| + 2n(8n − 11)|V (H)|.

(6)

Example 2. Let Ln ∼
= Pn+1 +S P2 be a linear hexagonal chain with n ≥ 2 (see Figure 4). Then
using Corollary 2.2, we have F (Ln ) = F (Pn+1 +S P2 ) = 70n − 22.
Example 3. Applying Theorem 2.2 to 2.5 we get the following results
106
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Figure 4. The Chain Ln .

(i) F (Pn +S Pm ) = 72nm − 74n − 82m + 72
(ii) F (Pn +R Pm ) = 224nm − 182n − 312m + 216
(iii) F (Pn +Q Pm ) = 128nm − 74n − 212m + 72
(iv) F (Pn +T Pm ) = 280nm − 182n − 442m + 216.
3. Conclusion
In this paper, we compute the ‘forgotten topological index’ of the generalized hierarchical
product of graphs and then using the obtained result we find the results for four new sum of graphs.
As an application, we calculate F-index of the zigzag polyhex nanotube T U HC6 [2n, 2], linear
hexagonal chain Ln and other particular graphs.
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[1] I. Gutman, N. Trinajstić, Graph theory and molecular orbitals. Total π-electron energy of
alternant hydrocarbons, Chemical Physics Letters, 17 (1972) 535–538.
[2] K. Xu, K. Tang, H. Liu and J. Wang, The Zagreb indices of bipartite graphs with more edges,
Journal of Applied Mathematics and Informatics, 33 (2015) 365–377.
[3] K.C. Das, K. Xu and J. Nam, On Zagreb indices of graphs, Frontiers of Mathematics in
China, 10 (2015) 567–582.
[4] M.H. Khalifeha, H. Yousefi-Azaria and A.R. Ashrafi, The first and second Zagreb indices of
some graph operations, Discrete Applied Mathematics, 157(4) (2009) 804–811.
[5] B. Zhou, Upper bounds for the Zagreb indices and the spectral radius of series-parallel graphs,
International Journal of Quantum Chemistry, 107 (2007) 875-878.
107

www.ijc.or.id

Application of generalised hierarchical product of graphs...

|

N. De

[6] B. Zhou, I. Gutman, Further properties of Zagreb indices, MATCH. Communications in Mathematical and in Computer, 54 (2005) 233-239.
[7] B. Furtula, I. Gutman, A forgotten topological index, Journal of Mathematical Chemistry,
53(4)(2015) 1184–1190.
[8] N. De, S.M.A. Nayeem and A. Pal, F-index of some graph operations, Discrete Mathematics,
Algorithms and Applications, 8(2) (2016), doi :10.1142/S1793830916500257.
[9] N. De, S.M.A. Nayeem and A. Pal, The F-coindex of some graph operations, SpringerPlus,
5:221, (2016), doi: 10.1186/s40064-016-1864-7.
[10] N. De, S.M.A. Nayeem, Computing the F-index of nanostar dendrimers, Pacific Science Review A: Natural Science and Engineering, doi:10.1016/j.psra.2016.06.001.
[11] B. Furtula, I. Gutman, .K. Vukicevic, G. Lekishvili and G. Popivoda, On an old/new degreebased topological index, Bulletin de l’Acadmie Serbe des Sciences et des Arts (Cl. Math.
Natur.), 40 (2015) 1931.
[12] H. Abdoa, D. Dimitrov and I. Gutman, On extremal trees with respect to the F-index,
arXiv:1509.03574v2.
[13] X. Li, J. Zheng, A unified approach to the extremal trees for different indices, MATCH.
Communications in Mathematical and in Computer, 54 (2005) 195-208.
[14] S. Zhang, W. Wang and T.C.E. Cheng, Bicyclic graphs with the first three smalllest and
largest values of the first general Zagreb index, MATCH. Communications in Mathematical
and in Computer, 55 (2006) 579-592.
[15] H. Zhang, S. Zhang, Unicyclic graphs with the first three smalllest and largest first general
Zagreb index, MATCH. Communications in Mathematical and in Computer, 55 (2006) 427438.
[16] I. Gutman, An exceptional property of the first Zagreb index, MATCH. Communications in
Mathematical and in Computer, 72 (2014) 733-740.
[17] X. Li, H. Zhao, Trees with the first smallest and largest generalized topological indices,
MATCH. Communications in Mathematical and in Computer, 50 (2004) 57-62.
[18] P.S. Ranjini, V. Lokesha and A. Usha, Relation between phenylene and hexagonal squeeze
using harmonic index, International Journal of Graph Theory, 1 (2013) 116–121.
[19] P.S. Ranjini, A. Usha, V. Lokesha and T. Deepika, Harmonic index, redefined Zagreb indices
of dragon graph with complete graph, Asian Journal of Mathematics and Computer Research,
9(2) (2016) 161–166.
[20] W. Gao, W. Wang and M.R. Farahani, Topological Indices Study of Molecular Structure in
Anticancer Drugs, Journal of Chemistry, (2016), http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2016/3216327.
108

www.ijc.or.id

Application of generalised hierarchical product of graphs...

|

N. De

[21] X. Xu, Relationships between harmonic index and other topological indices, Applied Mathematical Sciences, 6(41) (2012) 2013–2018.
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